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Dear Friends, 
 
 Its time to collect my information sent in by all too few of you at this time of the 
year !!  Gathering together what news I have does seem to come very much from the same 
people each year.  WAKE UP AT THE BACK THERE !! :)  Lets hear from you, you 
must have done something that we would all be pleased to hear of it !! 
 Avril and I had our usual  little trips round the countryside - down to Cornwall in 
late May.  Yes the weather was lousy !!  But we enjoyed a trip to the Eden Project.  This 
is a remarkable transformation from an old quarry into a new world of desert and jungle 
plants.  It is very much worth the cost and effort of going there. We recommend it.   
Down on Cornwall's south coast we watched the BBC film unit making the TV 
programme "Wild West" and later saw one episode on television.  One was enough!!    
The National Trust has some places in Cornwall and these too were found to be 
interesting.  
 Later for the first week of July we had eight days in the Isle of Man in the Irish 
Sea.  Again the late start to the summer was not going to spoil our holiday!  When it 
rained we either got wet or planned a visit to places like the museum and Library / 
Records Office.  Yes - this was my opportunity to do some Family History research!!  
Long ago in 1919, Mary Elizabeth STOCKDEN married John SHIMMON in Perth, 
W.A., Australia.  When Avril and I were researching in Perth in 1995 we met Merle 
Dawson, their eldest child along with the Stockdens who were free to get together with 
us.     
 Eventually, Merle's youngest brother John Andrew Shimmon read my book which 
Merle showed him and he thought he would like to do the Shimmon family history.   He 
asked for some help from me and as his father was born on the Isle of Man it was a 
double opportunity, a chance to help someone and a holiday too.  I was able to get birth, 
marriage and death certificates where they could be found.  The census for the Isle of 
Man from 1841 through to 1901 was available too.  So I got all this family back to 1807, 
to finding that it originated in Ireland. 
 Down in Western Australia Cynthia and Kevin Stockden had their usual three 
months in Broome.  Again, perfect weather for fishing and generally taking things easy.   
Later, with two of their three daughters and sons-in-law, they worked up some energy to 
fly to Singapore and take an eight day cruise aboard the "Gemini" round the Malayan 
coast to celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary.   They called in at Kuala Lumpur, 
Penang, Phuket, Phi Phi Island and Malacca.  This was followed by by four days in 
Phuket before returning home.    



 Back in W.A., it was then time for the annual boat trip - skippered by Ian 
Stockden - from Fremantle to Perth.   The ladies did the food preparation and the men did 
the drinking, a typical Ozzie holiday :).  Two of Kevins brothers (Gary and Ian) and two 
of Cynthia's sisters, who all took part their wedding ceremony forty years before, were 
able to join them on this celebratory trip. 
 A big "get-together" is being planned by the Neath, Glamorgan, Stockdens.    To 
celebrate the forthcoming marriage of Lowri Jenkins, daughter of Anthea Margaret (née 
STOCKDEN) and John Howard Jenkins, they are planning to do it in style.  The 
Canadian Branch of the family, Eric STOCKDEN will be coming over too.  So some 
photos are expected... right? 
 Down in South Africa, the family of Anthony STOCKDEN go to the Drakensberg 
in Natal for their holidays.  Flyfishing appears to be the prime purpose of their time there 
at Mooi River, where Anthony's grandfather Herbert John (1878) STOCKDEN settled 
when he emigrated to South Africa in 1900 and was employed in supplying horses and 
animal feed during the Boer War.  
 On 18 December 2002, Eddie Stockden died.  We first met Eddie and his wife 
Jean (née Penny), both of whom were born in Cardiff, when Avril and I started doing the 
Stockden family history in 1992.  We met a number of times, each of us making return 
visits between Bishops Cleeve and Frampton Cotterell over the years.   Sadly Jean died in 
2001 and Eddie's health had deteriorated sharply by September 2002. He was in Burma 
during WWII and was awarded the Burma Star. 
 His eldest son Leonard Andrew (1960) is a licenced aircraft engineer and works 
for a large helicopter firm.  After working for several years in Angola on United Nations 
operations he is now working in China.   Our condolences go to him and his brother, 
Robert Allen (1967) and their families. 
=============================================================== 
Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Births: 
05 Aug 2002  
Grace Mary COOK to Robyn (1971 née Stockden) and Anthony COOK (1958) 
 
18 Aug 2002  
Kain Joshua GRAY to Blythe (née Stockden) and Kain GRAY in Fremantle, W.A. 
 
17 Sep 2002  
Ellie Marie STOCKDEN to Carl (1968) and Helen Mary Stockden, Pontypridd, Wales. 
 
16 Oct 2002  
Beth Louise STOCKDEN to Andrew David (1967) and Susy STOCKDEN, Swansea, 
Wales                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
Marriages: 
(Late News) 
14 Mar 1998  
Blythe Natalie  (1975) daughter of Gary (1941) and Lorene STOCKDEN to - 



Kain Aaron GRAY (1973) in Perth, W.A., Australia.  
  
Deaths: 
18 Dec 2002 
Leonard Edwin STOCKDEN, aged 81, of Frampton Cotterell, GLS.  "Eddie" was born in 
Cardiff and enlisted in the Royal Air Force early in WWII .  Retiring from the R.A.F. in 
1968 he lived in Gloucestershire less than 2 miles from the Stockden origins of 
Westerleigh and Iron Acton.  His wife Jean died in June 2001.  
==============================================================  
My Best Wishes to you all, 
             
  
  


